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Figure 1: 14-18 Lee Street, Haymarket, viewed from the west 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 14-18 Lee Street, Haymarket 



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Arfan Chaudhary 

Date:  6 January 2026 

Premises: 14-18 Lee Street, Haymarket 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 9 December 
2025 with respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 7 storey building used for commercial purposes.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 22 December 2025, accompanied by the building 
manager. This inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, which 
can be addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

9 December 2025 FRNSW correspondence received. 

22 December 2025 The City inspected the premises identifying deficiencies in fire safety.  

8 January 2026 The City issued a corrective action letter requiring identified 
deficiencies to be rectified in two stages.  

Stage 1 works include upgrading exit doors, installing Storz couplings 
on hydrant valves, upgrading balustrades in the building’s carpark, 
and rectifying a fault in the Fire Brigade Panel. These works must be 
completed by 28 February 2026. 

Stage 2 works require fire stopping to be installed in the main switch 
room and electrical services cupboards, with completion required by 
15 April 2026. 



 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 5 
November 2025. 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Provisions for Fire Safety 

 Egress 

1 A number of exit doors from the carpark 
and loading dock appeared to be 
locked at the time of the inspection. It is 
at Councils discretion, being the 
appropriate regulatory authority, to 
investigate and confirm that the doors 
are fitted with an automatic ‘fail-safe 
device’. 

The City’s inspection on 22 December 
2025 identified doors were unlocked.  

To ensure this issue does not reoccur, 
a corrective action letter was issued on 
8 January 2026 requiring a fail-safe 
device be installed by 28 February 
2026. 

Follow up inspections will be 
undertaken to ensure the fail-safe 
device is installed in accordance with 
the City’s instruction.   

 Fire Hydrant System 

2 Storz couplings, compatible with 
FRNSW firefighting hose connections 
have not been provided to all fire 
hydrant valves throughout the 
premises. 

The City’s inspection on 22 December 
2025 identified non-compatible fire 
hose connections at the premises. 

A corrective action letter was issued on 
8 January 2026 requiring fittings be 
installed by 28 February 2026. 

Follow up inspections will be 
undertaken to ensure the works are 
undertaken in accordance with the 
City’s instructions, addressing this 
issue.  

 

  



 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer a 
corrective action letter was issued on 8 January 2026 to the building owners to 
address the fire safety deficiencies identified by the City and FRNSW.  

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

 



 



 

 


